Antikeratin antibodies in sera of patients with connective tissue disease and liver disease.
Sera from 93 patients with connective tissue disease, 36 rheumatoid arthritis, 41 systemic lupus erythematosus, 12 polymyositis/dermatomyositis and 4 systemic sclerosis and sera from 12 patients with liver disease, along with sera of 10 healthy subjects, were tested for antikeratin antibodies using enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay in which the wells were coated with human epidermal keratin. Values above the mean+SD of the 10 healthy subjects were found in 8.3% of rheumatoid arthritis, 29.3% of systemic lupus erythematosus, 33.3% of polymyositis/dermatomyositis, 50% of systemic sclerosis, 16.7% of liver disease patients, and 20% of healthy subjects. The results indicated a character of naturally occurring antibody of antikeratin antibodies in human sera.